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St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

• It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill 

your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that 

Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 
 

• Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 
 

• Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and 

children’s worship notes are available from the ushers. 
 

• Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the 

church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service 

on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the 

room adjacent to the nursery. 
 

• During the offering, all worshipers are asked to fill out a Connection Card (included 

with the service folder or available online at www.sjtosa.org/Connect). Completed 

cards may be placed in the baskets by the exit. 
 

• The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the 

Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for 

those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests 

who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion 

until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving. 

Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore 

God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion 

fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors. 
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Epiphany 

A God-Lived Life: A Life Lived for Others 
 

January 1 & 2, 2022 
 

What Child is This? A Light for All People 

 

 

 

Opening Hymn Angels from the Realms of Glory 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 347 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C:   Amen. 

 

M: Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: who, being in very nature God, did 

not consider equality with God something to be grasped,  

 

C: but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human 

likeness. 

 

M: And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death –  

 

C: even death on a cross!  Philippians 2:5-8  

 
 
 Today, we celebrate the festival of Epiphany (coming from the Greek word for “to manifest” or “to 

reveal”), one of the oldest Christian feasts. In the Western Christian Church today, the festival of 

Epiphany primarily focuses on the Magi’s visit. As with other festival Sundays throughout the church 

year, the color for the Festival of Epiphany is white. 

 

We also begin our transition to “The Service” from Christian Worship with today’s services. You will 

likely notice some changes to the worship service structure and flow: responses after each reading, a 

swapped prayer of the church and offering, a relocated Lord’s Prayer, and so on. With only a few 

exceptions, the layout and text of the service remains the same from week to week; only the musical 

setting changes. This consistent text makes it easier to learn the words of “The Service” by heart. 
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(sung) Son of God, eternal Savior, source of life and truth and grace, 

 Word made flesh, whose birth among us, hallows all our human race, 

 You our head, who, throned in glory, for your own will ever plead: 

 Fill us with your love and pity, heal our wrongs and help our need. 

 

M: There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. 

 

C: There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 

 

M: There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all people. 

 

C: Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.  

  1 Corinthians 12:4-7 

 

M: Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the 

same function, 

 

C: so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.  

  Romans 12:4-5 

 

(sung) Bind us all as one together in your Church’s sacred fold, 

 Weak and healthy, poor and wealthy, sad and joyful, young and old. 

 Is there want or pain or sorrow? Make us all the burden share. 

 Are there spirits crushed and broken? Teach us, Lord, to soothe their care. 

 

M: We have often looked to our own interests rather than the interests of others. Therefore let us 

approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to forgive us. 

 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish 

pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have 

failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for 

my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 

M: Because of his great mercy, we know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, who was exalted to 

the highest place and given the name that is above every name. Hear the word of Christ 

through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son          

      and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

C: Amen.  
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M: Being united with Christ, having comfort from his love and fellowship with the Spirit,  

 

C: let us be like-minded, have the same love, and be one in spirit and in purpose. 

 

M: Let us do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, 

 

C: but in humility consider others better than ourselves.  Philippians 2:1-3 

 

(sung)  As you, Lord, have lived for others, so may we for others live. 

   Freely have your gifts been granted; freely may your servants give. 

   Yours the gold and yours the silver, yours the wealth of land and sea; 

   We but stewards of your bounty held in solemn trust will be. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray.  

Heavenly Father, you are the giver of every good and perfect gift. Use us as your instruments 

that those who do not know you may see our good deeds and glorify you. Help us to use the 

gifts and talents you have given us in service to you and our neighbor; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen.  

 

Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Reading 1 Kings 10:1-9 

 

The queen of Sheba learned of the LORD – the light for all people 

 

 When the queen of Sheba heard about the fame of Solomon and his relation to the name of the 

LORD, she came to test him with hard questions. Arriving at Jerusalem with a very great caravan – with 

camels carrying spices, large quantities of gold, and precious stones – she came to Solomon and talked 

with him about all that she had on her mind. Solomon answered all her questions; nothing was too hard 

for the king to explain to her. When the queen of Sheba saw all the wisdom of Solomon and the palace   
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he had built, the food on his table, the seating of his officials, the attending servants in their robes, his 

cupbearers, and the burnt offerings he made at the temple of the Lord, she was overwhelmed. 
 She said to the king, “The report I heard in my own country about your achievements and your 

wisdom is true. But I did not believe these things until I came and saw with my own eyes. Indeed, not 

even half was told me; in wisdom and wealth you have far exceeded the report I heard. How happy your 

men must be! How happy your officials, who continually stand before you and hear your 

wisdom! Praise be to the LORD your God, who has delighted in you and placed you on the throne of 

Israel. Because of the LORD’s eternal love for Israel, he has made you king, to maintain justice and 

righteousness.” 

 

M: The Word of the Lord 

 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 72 

 

 
 
 Christian Worship features different settings of psalms, including metrical paraphrases (like a hymn). 
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Second Reading Acts 13:46-49 

 

Paul was called to preach the word of God to the Gentiles and be a light for all people. 

 

 Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to speak the word of God to you first. 

Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles. 

For this is what the Lord has commanded us: 

 “ ‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, 

  that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’” 
 When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all who were 

appointed for eternal life believed. 

 The word of the Lord spread through the whole region. 

 

M: The Word of the Lord 

 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand  

 
 
 Christian Worship features a subtle change in terminology: designating the sections of Scripture used 

in the worship service as “readings” rather than as “lessons.” Historically, the term “lesson” was used 

because of the Latin origins of the word: lectio, meaning something that is read. However, the English 

connotations of “lesson” have changed to mean something that is taught. It is true that the purpose of 

many sections of Scripture is to teach. However, other sections of Scripture do more proclaiming than 

teaching. Therefore, Christian Worship uses the neutral title “reading.”  

 

The First Reading generally comes from the Old Testament, except during the Easter season, when it 

comes from the book of Acts. The Second Reading comes from one of the New Testament epistles 

(letters) or the book of Revelation. 
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Gospel Acclamation 

 Alleluia, alleluia. Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east 

and have come to worship him. Alleluia. 

 

Gospel Matthew 2:1-12 

 

Following a light in the sky, the Magi came to the house of this child – a light for all people. 

 

 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east 

came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star 

in the east and have come to worship him.” 

 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When he had called 

together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be 

born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 

 “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  

  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

  for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’ ” 
 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 

He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find 

him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 

 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went 

ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were 

overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 

worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense 

and of myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their 

country by another route. 

 

M: The Gospel of the Lord 

 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated  

 
 
 The Gospel Acclamation is a name for what Christian Worship ’93 called the Verse of the Day, a 

scriptural verse meant to introduce the Gospel. To acclaim the Gospel is to express enthusiastic 

approval of it. Our King is coming to us in the Gospel as we hear the words and works of Jesus. We 

stand to welcome him and his healing message of pardon and life. 
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Hymn of the Day How Lovely Shines the Morning Star 

Christian Worship 370 

 

Sermon Luke 10:25-37 

A God-Lived Life: A Life Lived for Others 

 
 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do 

to inherit eternal life?” 

 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 

 He answered: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 

 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 

 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 

 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands 

of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. A priest 

happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So 

too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as 

he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. He went to him and 

bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an 

inn and took care of him. The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. 

‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may 

have.’ 

 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” 

 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 

 Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

 

Please stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth,  

   of all that is, seen and unseen.  

 
 
 The Nicene Creed in Christian Worship contains a small change: “truly human” rather than “fully 

human.” The “truly human” wording captures the thought that Christ was a genuine human being, with 

everything that entails. In addition, it ties nicely to the statement earlier in the Creed that Christ is “true 

God from true God.” Jesus is truly God and truly human: the only one who could rescue human beings 

from the guilt and punishment of their sins. 
 



pg. 10 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

   eternally begotten of the Father,  

   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

   begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

  Through him all things were made. 

  For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became truly human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

  He suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

   and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

   who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

   who has spoken through the prophets. 

  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

M: O God, you are our Lord; you protect us, preserve our lives, and deliver us in times of trouble. 

 

C: Although nothing good lives in our sinful natures, you instruct us in your ways and guide 

us in what is right. 

 

M: Heavenly Father, you blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing and chose 

us to be your own before the creation of the world. 

 

C: Grant us grace as we seek to use these spiritual blessings to build up your Church.   

 
 
 Because the Prayer of the Church is an intercessory prayer for the Church on earth, it is placed 

between the Creed (the common confession of all believers) and the offering (the shared support of 

Jesus’ mission by all believers). Historically, the first offerings brought were donations of bread and 

wine for the Lord’s Supper. Therefore, the offering is the last element of this section – following the 

Creed and Prayer of the Church – and serves as a transition into the Sacrament portion of the service.  
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M: Lord Jesus Christ, our only Savior and Lord, you humbled yourself for us and gave up your 

life that we might be called children of God. 

 

C: Grant us grace as we seek to share this message with those around us who do not yet 

know of you. 

 

M: Holy Spirit, you enable us to live by faith and not by sight as we eagerly await the 

righteousness for which we hope. 

 

C: Grant us grace as we seek to bear witness to the reason for this hope that we have. 

 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

 

M: Teach us, O Lord, to love each other more and more. Help us to use the gifts you have given to 

glorify you and proclaim your name to a watching world.  

 

C: Grant us grace as we reflect your love that we might boldly spend our lives in serving 

others and helping them in their need. Amen. 
 

Be seated 

 

Offering 

 

Members of St. John’s give offerings to support the Lord’s work in our 

community and around the world. Visitors are welcome but not obligated  

to give an offering. To submit your offering electronically or to fill out an  

online Connection Card, scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

Preface 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

C: We lift them up to the Lord.  
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M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord who lived among us 

as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace and truth. 

 

 Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join 

their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Sanctus 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

M: Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created the world 

and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for the grace of 

your Son, Jesus Christ. 

   

 Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to death, even 

death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its curse and 

penalty. He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal life with you. He 

conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace and glory. 

 

 Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his suffering, 

death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. Hear 

our praise and receive our thanks as we worship you – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 

given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

 

C: Amen.  
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O Christ, Lamb of God Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

Be seated 

 

The Scriptures teach us that receiving the Lord’s Supper is a public declaration  

of shared belief. Therefore, we ask our guests who are not members  

of a WELS or ELS congregation to refrain from receiving the Lord’s Supper  

until they have had the opportunity to talk with one of our pastors about our beliefs and practice.  

 

To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.  

Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.  

Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 16 of the service folder.  
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Distribution Hymns Speak, O Lord 

 Christian Worship 633  

 

Brightest and Best (see pg. 18) 

Christian Worship ’93 92 

 

I Come, O Savior, to Your Table 

Christian Worship 670 

 

Please stand 

 

M: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

 

C: His mercy endures forever. 

 

M: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

 

C: We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

M: O Jesus Christ, Light from Light, long ago you came into our dark world to deliver us from 

eternal death. We give you thanks for coming to us today in Word and Sacrament. Through 

these means of grace, give us the strength of heart and mind to proclaim your light to those still 

living in darkness, that they might also be brought into your marvelous light; for you live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Blessing 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

C: Amen.  

 
 
 “The Service” returns to a more historic version of the Christian / Lutheran service with the 

elimination of the Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis). The Song of Simeon was inserted by the framers of 

the original Common Service in 1888 and now retains its traditional place in evening worship. 
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Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn Blessed Be the God of Israel 

Christian Worship 954 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude 

 

 

 

 

Personal Prayer for Before Communion 

 

Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at your holy table. But you are the friend of sinners, and you will 

not cast me out. This bread is your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. This wine is your blood, 

which purifies me from all guilt. At your invitation, I come rejoicing. Receive me, my Savior. Amen. 

 

Personal Prayer for After Communion 

 

Loving Father, I thank you for feeding me at the supper of your Son.  

Sustain me with your Spirit, that I may serve you here on earth until my joy  

is complete in heaven and I share with all the saints in the wedding supper of the Lamb. Amen.  
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Serving at Worship 

 

Preacher Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Joel Leyrer  

 

Musicians Carmen Rupprecht, piano (Saturday) 

 Lisa Eggebrecht, organ (Sunday)  

 

Communion Assistants Jon Johnson & Mike Swenson (8:00 a.m.) 

 Andrew Duncan & Jeff Sitz (10:30 a.m.) 

  

In Our Prayers 
 

• Mary Schmal, scheduled to undergo shoulder repair surgery next week (postponed from an 

original surgery date in December). 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

Service of Word and Sacrament © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.  

“Son of God, Eternal Savior” Text public domain. 

“Psalm 72” Text Timothy Dudley-Smith © 1999 Hope Publishing Company. Music public domain. 

“Brightest and Best” Text and music public domain.  
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Sunday Bible Study  
A new Sunday morning Bible study begins next week at 9:15 a.m. 

 

Lutheran Theology and Its Application to Mental Health 

Taught by Pastor Greg Lyon (Wisconsin Lutheran College) in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Mental health awareness and mental health needs continue to rise. Does God’s Word speak to such 

challenges? The Christian counseling field is widely dominated by evangelical theology which some 

would argue leads to bad theology and bad psychology. Some within Lutheran circles have argued that 

the Lutheran voice has been far too faint in the psychological field. Leaning on the book Making 

Christian Counseling More Christ Centered by Dr. Rick Marrs, as well as other resources, this Bible 

study will give us an opportunity to discuss uniquely Lutheran theology and see its application to 

mental health challenges.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Readings for the Week of Epiphany 

 

  

M Isaiah 63:1-14 Luke 2:21-40 

T Isaiah 63:15-65:2 Luke 2:41-52 

W Isaiah 65:8-25 Luke 3:1-20 

R Isaiah 66:1-20 Luke 3:21-38 

F Ezekiel 1:1-14, 22-28 Romans 1:1-17 

S Ezekiel 2:1-3:11 Romans 1:18-32 



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


